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Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with its partner the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem began planning the 10th Biennial Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies to be held on the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University between June 27 and July 1, 2004. A call for papers was issued in December 2003 with a deadline for submission of February 1, 2004.
Graduate Research Fellowship

In April 2003, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies Graduate Research Fellowship, made possible thanks to the support of the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in Ottawa, was first advertised. This fellowship is designed to assist Ph.D. and M.A. students at Israeli universities who are working on a dissertation or thesis that has significant Canadian content. The fellowship provides funding which allows the recipient to collect data in Canada, meet Canadian experts in their field and also to take courses at Canadian universities. Five proposals were selected for funding in 2003.
 Galit Lief-Grunblat, M.A. student, Department of English, "Skin Deep: Shaping Female Identity in Margaret Atwood's Novels The Robber Bride and The Blind Assassin."
 Rona May-Ron, M.A. student, Department of English, "Reinventing Cinderella: The Subversion of the Cinderella Tale & Myth in the Novels of Margaret Atwood."

 Nachshon Peretz, Ph.D. student, Department of Political Science, "Political Multiculturalism, Encompassing Communities and Liberal Theories."

 Zecharya Tagar, M.A. student, Department of International Relations, "National Councils of Sustainable Development: Towards Integration of Conflicting Interests."

 Noam Urbach, M.A. student, Department of East Asian Studies, "Between Toronto and Kaifeng: Reassessing the Involvement of Bishop White and the Canadian Anglican Church in the Question of the Jews of Kaifeng."

Government of Canada Grants Programs 

Two Government of Canada programs are administered by the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in cooperation with the Canadian Embassy in Tel Aviv. The Academic Committee of the IACS together with representatives from the Embassy evaluates the applications within the framework of the two programs and submits its recommendations to Ottawa.

1) Faculty Research Program
Six research proposals were approved under the Government of Canada, Faculty Research Program for 2003.

 Khalid Ghanayim, University of Haifa, "The Excused Necessity: A Comparative Study - Israeli versus Canadian Criminal Law."
 Ilan Greilsamer, Bar-Ilan University, "Le Parlement Canadien, Mode d'Élection et Fonctionnement du Processus Législatif: Enseignements Possible pour l'Amélioration du Parlementarisme en Israël."
 Guy Harpaz, University of Haifa, "The Canadian Anti-Dumping Legislation of 1904 and its Contribution to the New Protectionism (1970-2003)."
 Dina Haruvi, Tel Aviv University, "New Womens' Writing in Quebec? (Nouvelles Écritures au Féminin?)."
 Izhar Oplatka, Ben Gurion University, "The Incorporation of Marketing Management into Canadian Secondary Schools: Explorations in Edmonton, Alberta."
 David Senesh, Bar-Ilan University, "Reconciling Traditional and Professional Interventions in the Healing of Child Sexual Abuse: Drawing on the Experience of First Nations People in Canada."
2) Faculty Enrichment Program
Eight applications were approved under the Government of Canada Faculty Enrichment Program (for the purpose of developing courses with Canadian content) for 2003. 

 Majid Al-Haj, Sociology, University of Haifa

 Kobi Cohen-Hattab, Geography, Bar-Ilan University

 Jon Gal, Social Work, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
 Jacob Hart, Medicine, Tel-Aviv University

 Shaul Krakover, Geography & Environmental Development, Ben Gurion University

 Rachel Lev-Wiesel, Social Work, Ben Gurion University
 Noam Shoval, Geography, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Publications

Research Report No. 5, "Canadian Studies in Israel: The First Twenty Years," written by Joseph B. Glass was published in December 2003. This 60-page report details the history of the development of Canadian Studies in Israel and analyses the activities of the Israel Association for Canadian Studies and the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies in the promotion of Canadian Studies.

A volume based on the proceeding of the 2000 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies is in the final stages of preparation. Metropolitan Reform in Canada and Israel, edited by Prof. Eran Razin of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Prof. Patrick Smith of Simon Fraser University. The volume is slated for publication in the spring of 2004.

Two volumes, based on the proceedings of the 2002 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies are now in preparation. Professors Menahem Blondheim and Rita Watson of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem are editing a volume on the Toronto School of Communication Theory. Prof. Lorraine Weinrib of University of Toronto and Prof. Allen Zysblat of the Hebrew University are editing the volume on the Influences of Canadian Law on Israeli Law. Both volumes are slated for publication by the summer of 2004.

The translation of 14 plays by Canadian playwrites into Hebrew is in press. The project is being organized by Prof. Shimon Levy of Tel Aviv University and is partially supported by funding from the IACS and the Halbert Centre.

The Halbert Centre is cooperating with the IACS in the publication of Reading Writers Reading, Canadian Authors' Reflections. This volume will combine portraits of more than 100 Canadian writers taken by the editor of the book, Dr. Danielle Schaub, and short pieces on writing penned especially for this volume by Canadian writers. 

Public Lecture Series

During 2003, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in partnership with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies held four public lectures. The lectures, which are detailed below, were attended by audiences of 25-100 persons.

 Mr. Yude Henteleff, Winnipeg, "Inclusion and Special Needs Children: The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Human Rights Codes and Non-Delegable Authority," (May 28, 2003).

 Prof. Maureen Molot, Carleton University, "Canada and Free Trade: Fifteen Years and Counting," (June 9, 2003).
 Mr. Bob Rae, Former Premier of Ontario, "What Does the Canadian Federal Experience Tell us about Politics? (December 10, 2003)
Because of the political situation in Israel and also the war in Iraq, there were a limited number of visitors and the number of public lectures was less than in a normal year.
One-Day Conference on Quebec Literature

The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with the French Department of Bar-Ilan University organized a one-day conference on Quebec Literature which was held on December 29, 2003. Israeli specialists in Quebec literature from Bar-Ilan University, Tel Aviv University and Oranim College together with Prof. François Hébert of University of Montreal spoke on different aspects of Quebecois writings. The conference was simultaneously translated into Hebrew in order to allow for a wider audience including students and specialists in comparative literature to understand the discussion.    

Canadian Studies in Israel Website
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies launched a joint website at the end of September 2002. The site entitled "Canadian Studies in Israel" is located at http://canadianstudies.huji.ac.il. The site provides information about the Halbert Centre and its different programs. It also provides information about Israel Association for Canadian Studies programs and sources of funding as well as links to different websites of interest to Canadianists at Hebrew University. By December 31, 2003 the site had close to 3,000 visits.

Varia
In May 2003, Dr. Joseph Glass was elected treasurer of the International Council for Canadian Studies (ICCS). The ICCS is an umbrella organization for national and multinational Canadian Studies associations from around the world, representing some 8,000 Canadianists around the globe. 

The Israel Association for Canadian Studies supported the participation of an Israeli graduate student, Ms. Galit Lief-Grunblat, in the 12th European Seminar for Graduate Students in Canadian Studies, which was held in Barcelona, October 9-12, 2003. Ms. Lief-Grunblat's participation was an important step in expanding the relations between the IACS and European associations for Canadian Studies. She found areas of mutual interest between her and European academics and students. 

Members of the Executive of the Israel Association for Canadian Studies met with Israeli diplomats (including the Consul Generals for Toronto and Montreal) prior to their postings in Canada. These meetings served as briefing for the diplomats on the current situation in Canada and the academic relations between Israel and Canada.

The Israel Association for Canadian Studies continued in its community outreach. The Association arranged for speakers: to participate in an Israel-Canada Chamber of Commerce seminar on investment in Canada in Tel-Aviv on July 3, 2003; to address Birthright Canada groups and other local and visiting groups.
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