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Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with its partner the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem organized the 11th Biennial Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies which was held on the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University between July 2 and July 5, 2006. The topics of the conference were: "The Rule of Law in a Parliamentary Democracy: A Comparative Review of Canada and Israel" and "Conflict Resolution and Management". The conference was a success, with the participation of 134 scholars; 99 from Israel, 28 from Canada, 3 from the Canadian Embassy and 4 from other countries.
The session on "The Rule of Law" featured Israel's President of Supreme Court, Aharon Barak and former Justice Frank Iacobucci of the Supreme Court of Canada and former Canadian Justice Minister, Prof. Irwin Cotler.
Graduate Research Fellowship

In April 2006, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies Graduate Research Fellowship, made possible through the support of Foreign Affairs Canada, was first advertised. This fellowship is designed to assist Ph.D. and M.A. students at Israeli universities who are working on a dissertation or thesis that has significant Canadian content. The fellowship provides funding which allows the recipient to collect data in Canada, meet Canadian experts in their field and also to take courses at Canadian universities. Three proposals were selected for funding in 2006:
 Ofer Kenig, PhD Student, Dept. of Political Science, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Political Leadership in Canada – a Comparison".

 Sara Kauffman, PhD Student, Dept. of English Language and Literature, University of Haifa, "Mordechai Richler's Fiction".
 Yitzhak Dahan, PhD Student, School of Public Policy, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "The Role of Local Authorities in Immigrant Absorption".

Government of Canada Grants Programs 

Two Government of Canada programs are administered by the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in cooperation with the Canadian Embassy in Tel Aviv. The Academic Committee of the IACS, together with representatives from the Embassy, evaluates the applications within the framework of the two programs and submits its recommendations to Ottawa.

1) Faculty Research Program
Ten research proposals were approved under the Government of Canada Faculty Research Program for 2006.

 Avishai Benish, Hebrew University, "Privatization of Social Services and the Public Law: What Israel can learn from the Privatization of Welfare to Work programs in Canada?"
 Guy Ben-Porat, Ben-Gurion University, "Policing Multicultural Societies – Canadian and Israeli Perspectives".

 Rachel Kallus, The Technion, "Home and housing in the immigration process: The Canadian experience and its applicability to the Israeli context".

 Daphna Kapeliuk, Tel Aviv and Hebrew Universities, "Arbitration and the Courts in Quebec – A Lesson of Mixed Jurisdiction for the Israeli Legislator?".
 Dafna Kariv, College of Management, "Cross Cultural exploration of management skills of entrepreneurs and business success: A matter of gender or nationality".
 Yossi Katz, Bar-Ilan University, "The Hutterite Community and the Religious Kibbutz – A comparative analysis".

 Ruth Landau, Hebrew University, "Human reproduction policy in Canada".
 Oren Perez, Bar-Ilan University, "A new generation of environmental regulatory instruments: Exploring the Canadian experience with voluntary and civic-based environmental instruments".
 Jacob Rosenberg, College of Management, "The Costs and Benefits of Federalism in a Rent-Seeking Environment".

 Dov Shinar, College of Management, "War Journalism and Peace Journalism: A Comparative Analysis of Cdn and Israeli Media Coverage of Conflict and Peace Processes".
2) Faculty Enrichment Program
One application was approved under the Government of Canada Faculty Enrichment Program for 2006 (for the purpose of developing courses with Canadian content). 

 Dr. Doron Israel, Social Work and Gerontology, University of Haifa.
Publications

The translation of 14 plays by Canadian playwrights into Hebrew has been published. The publication, organized and edited by Prof. Shimon Levy of Tel Aviv University, was partially supported by funding from the IACS and the Halbert Centre.

A volume based on the proceedings of the 2000 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies was published. Metropolitan Reform in Canada and Israel edited by Prof. Eran Razin of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Prof. Patrick Smith of Simon Fraser University.
The Halbert Centre and the IACS cooperated with University of Alberta Press in the publication of Reading Writers Reading, Canadian Authors' Reflections. This volume combines portraits of more than 100 Canadian writers taken by the editor of the book, Dr. Danielle Schaub, and short pieces on reading penned especially for this volume by Canadian writers. 

Professors Menahem Blondheim and Rita Watson of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem are editing a volume on the Toronto School of Communication Theory. The volume is based on the proceedings of the 2002 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies and is now in the final stages of preparation.
Public Lecture Series

During 2006, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in partnership with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies held six public lectures, which are detailed below:
 Mr. Charles R. Bronfman, "The meaning of being a Proud Canadian" within the 20th Anniversary of the Israel Association for Canadian Studies (January 6, 2006).

 Prof. Maureen Molot, "Canada and the United States: Still Tolerant Allies?" (January 31, 2006).
 Prof. Charles Blattberg, "Canada and the global minimal moral code" (April 26, 2006).
 Prof. Ed Morgan, "A History of violence: free speech in Canadian law and film" (May 22, 2006).
 Prof. Michael Brown, "From gender bender to lieutenant governor: Jewish women in Canada 1738-2005" (June 13, 2006).
 The Honorable Jon Allen, Ambassador of Canada to Israel, "Canada-U.S.A Relations" (December 18, 2006).
Canadian Studies in Israel Website
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies launched a joint website at the end of September 2002. The site entitled "Canadian Studies in Israel" is located at http://canadianstudies.huji.ac.il. The site provides information about Israel Association for Canadian Studies programs and sources of funding as well as links to different websites of interest to Canadianists. It also provides information about the Halbert Centre and its different programs. 
Varia
IACS 20th Anniversary Event: On January 6th, 2006, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies along with the Halbert Centre and the Canadian Embassy in Israel celebrated the 20th anniversary of the IACS with an event at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. Over 200 participants enjoyed a special program which included greetings by Museum Director James Snyder, Canadian Ambassador Don Sinclair, Prof. Arie Shachar of the Halbert Centre and Danny Ben-Natan of the IACS. The keynote speaker was Charles R. Bronfman, noted civic leader and philanthropist, who spoke proudly of his Canadian heritage and of the partnership between Canada and Israel. The program also included a tour of the museum and a light lunch.

CPEP: The Israel Association for Canadian Studies continued to be the avenue for bringing Canadian scholars and experts in various fields to Israel through the Canadian Personalities Exchange Program (CPEP) of Foreign Affairs Canada. Guests this year participated in conferences at the Bar-Ilan University, The Hebrew University, Cherrick Center for the History of Zionism The Yishuv and Israel, and The Technion gave public lectures, courses and workshops. 
Participation of IACS Members in Canadian Studies Events Outside of Israel: Members of the Executive of the Israel Association for Canadian Studies participated in a variety of Canadian Studies conferences in Canada with IACS support. The 2006 ICCS Summer Seminar in Halifax Ottawa also included an Israeli presence, Dr. Sara Feingold.
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