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Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with its partner the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem began planning the 11th Biennial Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies to be held on the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University between July 2 and July 6, 2005. A call for papers is to be issued shortly.
Graduate Research Fellowship

In April 2005, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies Graduate Research Fellowship, made possible through the support of Foreign Affairs Canada, was first advertised. This fellowship is designed to assist Ph.D. and M.A. students at Israeli universities who are working on a dissertation or thesis that has significant Canadian content. The fellowship provides funding which allows the recipient to collect data in Canada, meet Canadian experts in their field and also to take courses at Canadian universities. Four proposals were selected for funding in 2005:
 Orit Baruch, MSc Student, Faculty of Agriculture, Hebrew Unversity of Jerusalem, "The Mating Behavior of the Cypress Bark Beetles Phloeosinus armatus and Phloeosinus aubei in Israel".

 Hanna Comaneshter, PhD Student, Dept. of Political Science, University of Haifa, "The Governance of Information in the Age of Globalization: The Regulation of Content in the Broadcasting and Internet Industries".
 Gillad Rosen, PhD Student, Dept. of Geography, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Gated Communities in the Post-Industrial City: A Canadian-Israeli Comparative Study".

 Tanhum Yoreh, MA Student, Dept. of Geography, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Consumption Patterns: A Comparative Analysis of Haredi Communities in Canada and Israel".

Government of Canada Grants Programs 

Two Government of Canada programs are administered by the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in cooperation with the Canadian Embassy in Tel Aviv. The Academic Committee of the IACS, together with representatives from the Embassy, evaluates the applications within the framework of the two programs and submits its recommendations to Ottawa.

1) Faculty Research Program
Four research proposals were approved under the Government of Canada Faculty Research Program for 2005.

 Orna Baziz, David Yellin College of Education, "Canada – port d'accueil des rescapes du sinistre d'Agadir".
 Tomer Broude, Hebrew University, "International Development, Immigration of Skilled Labor and the GATS: Canada's Empirical and Legal Record".

 Zehavit Gross, Bar-Ilan University, "A Clash Between the Feminist and Religious Worlds of Jewish Women in Canada".

 Atalia Mosek, Tel-Hai Academic College, "A Comparative Study in Canada and Israel of Program and Policy Responses to Ongoing Problems in Child Welfare".

2) Faculty Enrichment Program
Eight applications were approved under the Government of Canada Faculty Enrichment Program for 2005 (for the purpose of developing courses with Canadian content). 

 Prof. Shuli Barzilai, English, Hebrew University
 Dr. Moshe Cohen-Eliya, Law, Academic College of Law
 Muhammad Haj-Yahia, Social Work, Hebrew University

 Dr. Roni Kaufman, Social Work, Ben-Gurion University
 Dr. Pablo Lerner, Law, Academic College of Law
 Prof. Ariela Lowenstein, Gerontology, University of Haifa

 Dr. Arie Reich, Law, Bar-Ilan University
 Dr. Danielle Schaub, English, Oranim College
Publications

The translation of 14 plays by Canadian playwrights into Hebrew is hot off the press. The publication, organized and edited by Prof. Shimon Levy of Tel Aviv University, is partially supported by funding from the IACS and the Halbert Centre.

A volume based on the proceedings of the 2000 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies is in the final stages of preparation. Metropolitan Reform in Canada and Israel, edited by Prof. Eran Razin of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Prof. Patrick Smith of Simon Fraser University is slated for publication in the summer of 2006.

Professors Menahem Blondheim and Rita Watson of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem are editing a volume on the Toronto School of Communication Theory. The volume is based on the proceedings of the 2002 Jerusalem Conference in Canadian Studies and is now in the final stages of preparation. This volume is slated for publication by the summer of 2006.

The Halbert Centre and the IACS are cooperating with University of Alberta Press in the publication of Reading Writers Reading, Canadian Authors' Reflections. This volume will combine portraits of more than 100 Canadian writers taken by the editor of the book, Dr. Danielle Schaub, and short pieces on reading penned especially for this volume by Canadian writers. 

Public Lecture Series

During 2005, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in partnership with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies held four public lectures. The lectures, which are detailed below, were attended by audiences of 25-100 persons.

 Mr. Edward L. Greenspan, Q.C., "Should Hate Speech be a Criminal Offence in a Liberal Democracy?" (April 11, 2005)

 Prof. David Cameron, "The Search for Peace in Sri Lanka" (May 3, 2005)

 Gabriel Emanuel, "From the Theatre to the Courtroom: A Canadian Playwright's Journey to Lawyer" (June 5, 2005)
 Prof. John Fraser,  "Scandal, Fear and the Return of the Prodigal: Canadian Politics gets Interesting for a Change" (December 21, 2005)

Canadian Studies in Israel Website
The Israel Association for Canadian Studies together with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies launched a joint website at the end of September 2002. The site entitled "Canadian Studies in Israel" is located at http://canadianstudies.huji.ac.il. The site provides information about Israel Association for Canadian Studies programs and sources of funding as well as links to different websites of interest to Canadianists. It also provides information about the Halbert Centre and its different programs. By December 31, 2005 the site had over 6,000 visits.

Varia
IACS 20th Anniversary Event: On January 6, 2006, the Israel Association for Canadian Studies along with the Halbert Centre and the Canadian Embassy in Israel will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the IACS with an event at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. The event will include a lecture by Mr. Charles R. Bronfman as well as a guided tour of the museum and a light lunch. Preparations are well under way.
CPEP: The Israel Association for Canadian Studies continued to be the avenue for bringing Canadian scholars and experts in various fields to Israel through the Canadian Personalities Exchange Program (CPEP) of Foreign Affairs Canada. Guests this year participated in conferences at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv University, gave public lectures, courses, workshops and Q&A sessions at the Hebrew University, the University of Haifa, the World Congress of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, the Tel-Aviv Cinematheque, "Stage-Centre", and at theatre performances in Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv.
Participation of IACS Members in Canadian Studies Events Outside of Israel: Members of the Executive of the Israel Association for Canadian Studies participated in a variety of Canadian Studies conferences in India and Canada with IACS support. The 2005 ICCS Summer Seminar in Western Canada also included an Israeli presence, Mrs. Daphna Oren, whose participation was supported by the Israel Association for Canadian Studies in conjunction with the Halbert Centre for Canadian Studies of the Hebrew University.
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